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Labour working hard all year round for Prescot

The

We uncovered evidence of 
potential fraud and general 
incompetence throughout the 
Town Council so it’s fair to 
ask just what were the Liberal 
Democrats doing between 2003 
and 2011?  The sheer scale of 
what we found means they must 
either have known what was going 
on or they were just completely 
incompetent.  

What is even worse is that 
they knew there were massive 
problems.  The Town Council 
was given an auditor’s report 
in 2009 which highlighted a 
number of problems and they 

promised to take action.  But 
they never implemented the 
recommendations.

When the Labour Party took over 
in May 2011, it didn’t take us long 
to see that things weren’t right.  
We brought in experts to carry 
out a financial health check of the 
Town Council and as a result we 
were given very clear evidence 
of how bad things were.  In fact 
things were so bad that the Police 
recently arrested two former 
Town Council employees.

We found that staff were being 
paid in cash and that they didn’t 
have to submit proper timesheets 
or have proper contracts.  
Councillors were signing blank 
cheques; cash from functions and 
the bar wasn’t being properly 
accounted for or banked; senior 
staff didn’t have Criminal Records 
checks; and expensive equipment 
was missing.  It beggars belief 
that the Liberal Democrats had 
allowed this to happen.  

When the Labour Party took 
over, we were told that the Town 
Council had £10,000 in the bank 
and had made a loss of £16,000 
the year before.  Then we found 

out that outstanding invoices had 
been hidden away and not been 
reported.  By the time we had 
some truthful accounts drawn up, 
we found that there had actually 
been a loss of £57,000 in the year 
before and that the Town Council 
was almost £31,000 overdrawn.

So where did the money go?  Even 
though they had been told by 
the auditors in 2009 that there 
was a big problem the Liberal 
Democrats never arranged for any 
discussions about the financial 
position.  Even worse they have 
opposed us every step of the 
way as we have tried to get to 
the truth.  When we proposed 
bringing in independent auditors 
to look at the books, they opposed 
us.  The Liberal Democrats might 
know what was happening when 
they were in charge but the people 
of Prescot didn’t.

Prescot Town Council had “gone 
bust” and it was only by taking 
swift action that we were able 
to save it.  It is time to move 
on.  We are working on plans to 
have a new headquarters in the 
town centre of Prescot and it is 
absolutely vital that you continue 
to support us in our cause.   
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Disturbing Facts 
Last May the Labour 
Party gained control of 
Prescot Town Council.  
Before that the Liberal 
Democrats had been in 
charge for eight years.  
We were shocked at 
what we found, and we 
think you should be 
made aware of what 
was going on.
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Elizabethan Fayre 
returns to Prescot 

The popular Prescot Elizabethan Fayre returns to 
the town centre on Saturday May 5 between 10.00am 
and 2.00pm.

This year it will coincide with the Prescot producers 
market that is held on the first Saturday of every month.

The Fayre will transport visitors back to the 14th century 
where they can enjoy traditional crafts such as candle and 
basket making, bell tower tours and free horse and cart 
rides.

Children can get their faces painted, there will be birds of 
prey and some small animals from Knowsley Safari Park.

The festival recreates the old May Fayres that were held in 
Prescot, during the era of the first Queen Elizabeth.

The event will take place in and around Prescot Parish 
Church in Church Street.

The producers market is held in nearby Eccleston Street 
and showcases the best produce from local farmers, bakeries 
and businesses for people to buy.

Lib Dems NHS Shame

“This Council notes the decision 
taken by the Government to 
impose NHS re-organisation 
through the Health and Social 
Care Bill, a top-down re-
organisation of the NHS which 
this government promised it 
would not carry out. The time 
and money being spent on 
creating new structures to 
support this re-organisation 
would have been better spent 
on improving patient care and 
reducing waiting times. 

Council notes 
and supports 
the recent 
Cabinet decision 
to endorse 
the principle 
of establishing 
a single 
Knowsley Clinical 
Commissioning Group, with 
boundaries coterminous to 
those of Knowsley Metropolitan 
Borough Council, recognising 
that this decision was made 
with a view to supporting 
and protecting the Borough’s 
residents within the constraints 
of the legislation set by the 
Government. 

However, in light of the 
damaging effect of the 
proposed Bill on the Borough, 

and as a matter 
of principle, this 
Council supports 
the campaign to 
drop the Health 
and Social Care 
Bill in order to 
protect our NHS 
and ensure that 

scarce resources are directed 
towards patient care rather than 
unnecessary and damaging 
reorganisation and to ensure 
that future commissioning 
is based on local need and 
not profit for commercial 
organisations.”

In moving the Notice of Motion 
Councillor Jayne Aston said,

“As a Council we take our 
responsibilities for improving 
health locally very seriously 

and have constructed a local 
system which works, a system 
that is now being torn up, 
stripped away by the worst 
piece of legislation every to 
go through Parliament – we 
don’t need this bill to get us to 
where others aspire to be but 
be assured we will do all we 
can to make sure that whatever 
happens we keep that local 
partnership strong and local 
services excellent for the 
people of Knowsley.

I ask all members, including the 
Tory’s co-conspirators, the Lib 
Dems, to support the motion 
before Council tonight.”

It is to their shame that the 
Prescot and Whiston Lib 
Dems voted against this 
Notice of Motion.

At its meeting on 
29th February 
Knowsley Borough 
Council agreed the 
following Notice of 
Motion.

Work underway on New 
Leisure Facility for Prescot
The former BiCC canteen which had been leased to Prescot Town Council since 1995 had fallen into a very poor state of 
repair.  The cost of repair and refurbishment would have been prohibitive so we took the decision to invest in a new build 
leisure facility at the Warrington Road location.
The new leisure facilities will include a new fitness suite, a multi-purpose studio, a coffee bar and changing rooms.  The outdoor pitches 
will also be upgraded so that they have better quality surfaces, which replicate the characteristics of natural grass, and the number of 
5-a-side pitches will be increased from 8 to 12.  
Beyond the financial investment already committed to this project, we are currently talking to Sport England and the FA about additional 
funding to enhance these exciting developments.  We are optimistic of a positive outcome. 

Relocation of Prescot Library and 
Museum
In the coming months, Prescot residents will see the benefits of 
significant investment in public buildings in Prescot.
Over one million pounds is currently being invested to bring together the 
One Stop Shop, the Museum and the Library by transforming the current 
one stop shop building.  The new facility will open its doors to the public on 
23 April 2012 and will help to protect the delivery of these key services for 
people who live in Prescot.  The new and more suitable town centre location 
will also substantially increase the number of people visiting the shopping 
centre and will therefore also help to revitalise the town centre

Prescot Heritage Bid
We were delighted last year to have been successful 
in a bid to the Lottery Heritage Fund.  This has brought 
nearly two million pounds of funding to deliver heritage 
led regeneration in the town.  This money will support a 
programme of physical improvements to the historic centre 
of Prescot along with education and community engagement 
activities and programmes.  This will have significant positive 
impacts for the residents of Prescot. 
We have now agreed to bid for a similar amount through a bid 
to the heritage Lottery Fund.  Early indications show that there 
is every possibility that this second bid will also be successful. 


